
Boundary Barnstormers R/C Model Flying Club (BBRCFC) Rules – 
Bartlett Field (Municipal Sports Field) 

 

Administrative 
1. To use Dick Bartlett Park, BBRCFC members must be a current member in good 
standing of MAAC and have paid their yearly club dues. 
2. Flying models are to be of smaller scale electric power only 
3. Field use is to be booked and approved as per guidelines from the City of Grand Forks 
(currently the RDKB website calendar) before flying can take place. 
4. These rules are available on the MAAC.CA website under clubs listings, Zone C, BBRCFC link, 
fields tab, or ask your club president. A current printed or electronic copy must be carried by 
members using the field. 
5. RPAS pilots using this site are required to possess an Advanced RPAS Certificate and comply 
with these rules. 
6. Other pertinent rules to use the site are: 

 

Normal Operating Procedures and Club Safety Rules 

1. Model assembly should be done at your vehicle or in the designated pit area. 

2. Batteries shall not be connected to electric models unless the model is restrained in the start-up area – 
no exceptions. 

3. The direction of take-off landing, and traffic pattern will be determined by the prevailing winds. If no 
wind, all take-offs etc. shall be east or west but away from the sun. 

4. Hand launching and bungee launching shall be done in agreement with any pilots flying – normally off 
to one side of the pilot stations. 

5. Our flying area as measured from the center of the pilot stations is a box 300ft/91.4m left, 
300ft/91.4m right and 175ft / 53.4m straight out. Refer to the site flying area map for no-fly zone 
depictions. At no time should the RPAS leave the perimeter fence of the park and shall be immediately 
flown back to the flight box. If it is a flyaway situation the pilot must verbally declare the situation and 
all other aircraft must land. All available members are to assist in tracking/retrieving and reporting the 
incident in accordance to the club rules. 

6. Recovery of RPA that land/crash off the runway but in the flying area will be done in agreement with 
any pilots flying. 

7. If there is an accident requiring emergency services, cellular service is adequate to call 911. The civic 
address is Dick Bartlett Park, 70th Ave and 19th Street, Grand Forks 

8. Pilots may fly in formation provided they agree to do so. There is no limit on number of airborne RPA. 

9. The radio frequency control system must be adhered to at all times to insure freedom from radio 
interference between equipment operating on interacting frequencies. (72mhz) A frequency pin must 
be placed in the corresponding frequency slot on the frequency board denoting the frequency of the 
transmitter before the transmitter can be turned on. (The Pilot must have clearance on his/her 
frequency before turning on the transmitter.) 
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BBRCFC operates within 1nm of a certified heliport and 3nm of a registered 
aerodrome as listed in the CFS or CWAS and is required to provide all members with 
the following information: 

 
The aerodrome name is Grand Forks Airport (CZGF) and it is located 1.4 nautical miles 
southeast of Bartlett Park 

The certified heliport name is Boundary Hospital (CGF4) and is located 0.45nm northwest of 
Bartlett Park 

1. The aerodrome has one paved runway (07/25) and is home to general aviation aircraft only. 
Current flyable aircraft are: 1 Piper Cherokee, 1 Piper cub Home built, 1 Pitt's Home built, 1 
Cessna 172, 1 Cessna Skymaster 337, 1 Cessna 150, 1 Boeing P12 Bi plane, 1 Cessna 
177 Cardinal, 1 Vans RV6 Home built, 1 Kitfox Home built. 

2. Potentially a medivac helicopter may fly over Bartlett Park site from the northwest, but should be 
well above 400ft. 

3. Except for CZGF comment about RPA activity in the CFS, there are no CFS RPA procedures and no 
other CFS PRO comments that affect our modelling site. 

4. In the event of a “fly-away” towards CZGF, you may call the aerodrome operator (Airport 
Attendant) at 250 443 4183 and advise them of the issue.  

5. In the event of a “fly-away” towards CGF4, you may call the heliport operator (Lynford) at 250 
443 1093(cell) or 250 443 1678 and advise them of the issue. Bartlett Park is in uncontrolled 
airspace so there is no need to notify ATC 

6. BBRCFC club members should check for CZGF/CGF4 related NOTAM either using the NAV CANADA 
NOTAM portal or using RPAS Wilco app or similar. If you are the only pilot of the day or in a group 
of pilots, one printed copy of the RPAS Wilco site survey, should be available for reference. 

7. The club executive has contacted the operator (OPR) of CZGF, and they have expressed no issues 
with Bartlett Park as a RPAS site. The club executive has contacted the operator (OPR) of CGF4, 
and they have expressed no issues with Bartlett Park as a RPAS site. 

8. No flying will commence until half an hour after sunrise and will end a half hour before sunset, the 
time of which is available on the Weather Network App for the town of Grand Forks. Night flying is 
not allowed at Bartlett Park. 

Further operating procedures include: 

9. Visual observers and MAAC “spotters” are required at Bartlett Park. The following are club 
procedures for ensuring full scale aviation safety: 
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a. When any member or other person spots a full-scale airplane that might come near the site, 
they are to yell out “AIRPLANE/Helicopter” in a loud voice or any other means to bring this 
to the attention of pilots with RPAS that are airborne. 

b. ALL Pilots must immediately descend to as low an altitude as possible and then land as soon 
as safely able. 

c. When the full-scale airplane is no longer a threat, the person who gave the warning shall 
yell “ALL CLEAR”, or the pilots may make that determination themselves, and resume flying. 

d. The sole role for the observer is to scan the sky for approaching full-scale aircraft – do not 
watch the RPA. Pay particular attention to (whatever direction airplanes come from etc.) 

e. The visual observer should use the Club handheld receiver to monitor the 123.2mhz for 
CZGF and CGF4. 

f. Those members or additional observer not engaged in flying shall also watch the field 
perimeter for public entering the field from the other access points along the fence. Verbal 
notification will be given to pilots with airborne RPA as to where the person(s) entered and 
refrain from flying in that area of the flight box or to land dependant on circumstances. One 
of the members or a designate is to notify the on comers to remain at the field perimeter 
until such time as the flying has concluded for the day. 

10.  Club members are responsible for controlling spectators and will enforce spectator area 
boundaries at all times. 

11. No new or repaired aircraft is to be flown until completely checked over by the designated club 
flying Examiner(s) 

12. Before each days flying of any model, a radio equipment ground range check is required at the 
flying field. Follow mfg recommendations 

13. All initial turns after takeoff will be away from the pits, spectators, buildings. No flying what so ever 
will be allowed on the spectator and pit side of the runway flight line. All pilots will have their back 
to the pit area when flying in order to conform. 

14. Takeoffs are to happen after clearing the pilot stations. Hand launches are to be directed into the 
wind and not in a direction of any persons. Landed aircraft are to clear runway as soon possible. 
Landing aircraft have the right of way. 

15. There shall be no pyrotechnics deployed on the flying site. 

16. “No alcohol/cannabis/drugs are to be consumed on site and no flying under the influence. 

17. If there is any type of near miss or safety concern between a full-scale aircraft and our RPA, ALL 
FLYING SHALL cease immediately. The members involved should fill out a MAAC reportable 
occurrence report and submit that to the Club executive and follow MAAC policy with the following 
exceptions: 
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a. If the member(s) involved believe the risk was very minimal, they may complete their own 
self declaration or risk assessment using the MAAC form. Submit a copy of the form to the 
club executive when able and recall you must keep this form for one year (CAR901.49 (2)). 
Resume flying when done. 

b. If the member or Club executive deems the event serious, flying will not resume until 
members are given permission by the Club executive – in writing. 

c. If there is actual contact between an aircraft and a MAAC RPAS – all flying will cease until 
MAAC confirms we may resume operations. 

d. This process is for your protection. 

Weather Requirements 

18. No RPA or other model aircraft flying will occur below the Club mandated weather minimum: 

a. If cloud is present below 1000’ above the model flying area 

b. a horizontal visibility requirement of less than 3sm around the flying area, and 

c. if there are other obscuring conditions (fog, smoke, haze etc.) which could make spotting 
full-scale aircraft difficult. 

d. If you can see Spencer Hill, Cell Towers on Observation Mountain, and the peak of 
Rattlesnake Mountain clearly, flying is normally permitted. 

19. There are no other risk mitigating strategies required at Bartlett Park. 

20. The Club executive will review these rules at least once a year. 
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A) Flight Area 600ft x 175ft 

B) Pits located inside players dug out 

C) Parking Area 

D) Spectator Area 
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